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Wayne Miller Pool, Sr. 
 August 27, 1949 – March 1, 2026 

 

Wayne Pool, Sr., born August 27, 1949, passed away unexpectedly on March
1, 2026. 

 Mr. Pool began working as a lineman immediately after high school, following
his service in the National Guard as a young man. He retired from Gulf States
Utilities in 1995 after more than 25 years of dedicated service. Though he
worked faithfully in his profession, his true life’s passion was ranching. A
proud third-generation cattleman, Wayne was born to work cattle. Some may
have said he was obsessed — but those who knew him best understood that
it was simply what he was born to do. Many have remarked that he likely
knew more about cows than anyone in Walker County. 

 Wayne was a devoted husband, a kind and gentle father, and an exceptional
Christian man. He worked from daylight to dark his entire life and was greatly
admired for both his strength and his character. Known by many as “a man
with nine lives,” Wayne demonstrated remarkable resilience time and again.
Nearly ten years ago, he underwent a heart transplant that granted him a
second chance at life. He carried that gift with deep gratitude and humility,
never taking a single day for granted. 

 Years ago, when his heart issues became serious, the doctor informed him he
needed immediate hospitalization for surgery and would not even be able to



return home beforehand. Mr. Pool’s response was “Oh no, sir — I can’t do
that. I’m on call this weekend.” His sense of responsibility and his unshakable
work ethic were simply part of his makeup. Many believe it was that drive —
knowing he still had work to do — that carried him through so much. 

 Wayne was also well known for his fire-building skills. Some might have
referred to him as somewhat of a pyromaniac, but he preferred to say he was
“putting it back in the soil.” He never could stand to see a pasture full of dead
grass go to waste and was famous for his “controlled burns” — a term those
who knew him understood could be interpreted loosely. Consequently, just a
few days ago, a representative from the Forest Service called to offer
condolences and jokingly remarked that he hoped they had good firefighters
in Heaven for Mr. Pool. 

 Wayne was preceded in death by his parents, Raymond Miller Pool and Mary
Jo Cotton Pool; his brother-in-law, Boyd Wilder; along with his son-in-law,
David Ryan Newman; and his grandson, Blake Newman. 

 He is survived by his beloved wife of more than 52 years, Deborah Chandler
Pool, and three children: Sandy Pool Newman; Wayne Pool, Jr. and wife
Crystal; and Suzy Pool Riley and husband Gary. He was a proud grandfather
to twelve grandchildren: Morgan T. Newman, Gus Newman, Emme Loman,
Cotton Pool, Caroline Pool, Henry Pool, Sarah Jane Pool, Maddie Riley, Jack
Riley, Grady Riley, Mary Jo Riley, and Raymond Riley. He is also survived by
his sister, Becky Wilder, and his brother, Rodney Pool. 

 Pallbearers will be his six grandsons: Gus, Jack, Cotton, Grady, Henry, and
Raymond. Honorary pallbearers are William Louis Stephens, David Martin,
Donnie Thomas, Willie Williams, and Dana Cotton. 
The family would like to extend heartfelt gratitude to his caregiver, Anita Chick,
for her exceptional care — from fixing his coffee to helping him feed cows and
mend fences. Wayne also thought very highly of his local doctor and friend,
Dr. T.C. Cole, Jr., and the family expresses sincere appreciation to Dr.
Reynolds M. Delgado, his transplant physician. We would also like to thank
Pastor C.F. Hazlewood and the congregation of Fellowship of Huntsville



Church. 
 Wayne Pool, Sr. was truly one of a kind — a hardworking cattleman, a faithful

servant, and the greatest of men — leaving behind a legacy of honor,
resilience, and unwavering devotion to family and faith. 

 Service will be officiated by longtime family friend, Dr. Jason Bay. Visitation
will be Wednesday evening, March 4th, from 6-8pm at Sam Houston Memorial
Funeral Home, and the service will take place Thursday morning, March 5th at
10 a.m. at the funeral home. Burial will follow at Ebenezer Cemetery.



Cemetery Details

Ebenezer Memorial Cemetery

Hwy 30
Huntsville, TX 77340

Previous Events

Visitation

MAR 4. 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

Sam Houston Memorial Funeral Home - Huntsville
1700 Normal Park Dr.
Huntsville, TX 77340
(936) 291-7300
belinda@shmfh.com

Funeral Service

MAR 5. 10:00 AM (CT)

Sam Houston Memorial Funeral Home - Huntsville
1700 Normal Park Dr.
Huntsville, TX 77340
(936) 291-7300
belinda@shmfh.com

mailto:belinda@shmfh.com
mailto:belinda@shmfh.com


Burial

MAR 5. 11:30 AM (CT)

Ebenezer Memorial Cemetery
Hwy 30
Huntsville, TX 77340
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March 05 at 02:00 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Wayne Miller Pool Sr..

March 05 at 02:00 PM

A Full Life was purchased for the family of Wayne
Miller Pool Sr..

The McCain and Smith families - March 05 at 09:51 AM

The McCain and Smith families purchased the Si
mply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family of
Wayne Miller Pool Sr..

Mark Chalker - March 04 at 12:07 PM

Dear Debbie and Becky and family. 
I am so sorry for your loss. 
Wayne was a heck of a guy that was loved and respected by ALL!!!

https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1413&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1413&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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March 04 at 09:30 AM

Fairest of All was purchased for the family of
Wayne Miller Pool Sr..

Thomas & Sheri Smith - March 04 at 08:36 AM

Thomas & Sheri Smith purchased the Full Of Lov
e Bouquet for the family of Wayne Miller Pool Sr..

March 04 at 02:16 AM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Wayne Miller Pool Sr..

March 04 at 02:16 AM

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the
family of Wayne Miller Pool Sr..

March 03 at 07:56 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Wayne Miller Pool Sr..

https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4269&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4269&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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March 03 at 07:56 PM

Blue Caribbean Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Wayne Miller Pool Sr..

Erika Guerrero - March 03 at 07:21 PM

Madi, 
Big hugs for you! You and your family are in my thoughts and
prayers! 
Erika Guerrero

Macy, Sheridan, and family - March 03 at 07:00 PM

Macy, Sheridan, and family purchased the Emera
ld Garden Basket for the family of Wayne Miller
Pool Sr..

With Love, The Ivy Jane Family - March 03 at 06:47 PM

With Love, The Ivy Jane Family purchased the E
merald Garden Basket for the family of Wayne
Miller Pool Sr..

https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1490&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1490&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Patricia Rivoire - March 03 at 06:41 PM

Dear Pool family So sorry for your loss. Wayne will be remembered
as a dear soul and for his inner strength by his many friends and
family. We have fond memories from our childhood visiting on Pool
rd in Huntsville and great Grandma Pool’s! He would take us
horseback riding and was so patient. Praying for you all and love to
all, 
Virgie’s Girls- Patty(Rivoire), Donna(Burkett) and Sharon(Grace)

Patricia R. - March 03 at 06:25 PM

Patricia R. planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Wayne Miller Pool
Sr..

Frank and Deddie Cotton - March 03 at 05:19 PM

Frank and Deddie Cotton planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Wayne Miller Pool
Sr..

Frank and Deddie Cotton - March 03 at 05:19 PM

Frank and Deddie Cotton purchased the Divine P
eace Bouquet for the family of Wayne Miller Pool
Sr..

https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


PF





MF

Paula Blackwill and Family - March 03 at 02:41 PM

Paula Blackwill and Family purchased the Sentim
ents of Serenity Spray for the family of Wayne
Miller Pool Sr..

March 03 at 01:18 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Wayne Miller Pool Sr..

March 03 at 01:18 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Wayne Miller Pool Sr..

Marvin Hyvl & Family - March 03 at 11:21 AM

Lifting up the family and friends of Wayne
Pool for comfort and strength from our Lord
Jesus Christ.

https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Brittany, Michael and Sutton Foreman - March 03 at 06:22 AM

Brittany, Michael and Sutton Foreman purchased
the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family
of Wayne Miller Pool Sr..

Darrell and Sandra Wooley - March 02 at 09:16 PM

Darrell and Sandra Wooley purchased the Seren
e Retreat for the family of Wayne Miller Pool Sr..

Martha Grisham - March 02 at 08:37 PM

Debbie and family, Larry and I are so sad to hear about Wayne. We
have so many good memories we shared with Wayne. Our
condolences and prayers for peace and comfort. 
 
Larry & Martha Grisham

CG
Charles & Judy Gallops - March 03 at 01:42 PM

Praying for peace & comfort during this difficult time.

https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Shane & Abigail Moore and kids - March 02 at 06:41 PM

Shane & Abigail Moore and kids purchased the S
imply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family of
Wayne Miller Pool Sr..

Shane & Abigail Moore and kids - March 02 at 06:41 PM

Shane & Abigail Moore and kids planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Wayne Miller Pool Sr..

Gayle Kelly - March 02 at 06:22 PM

Gayle Kelly lit a candle in memory of Wayne
Miller Pool Sr.

https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

