
Shirley Steely Townes
April 30, 1946 - March 23, 2026

Shirley Steely Townes, born April 30, 1946, in Huntsville, Texas, passed away
on Monday, March 23, 2026, surrounded by the love of family and friends.
She spent most of her life in Huntsville, a community she deeply cherished. 

Shirley graduated from Huntsville High School in 1964 and continued her
education at Sam Houston State University. She later earned her bachelor's
degree in nursing from Texas Woman’s University, beginning a lifelong career
devoted to caring for others. She started her nursing career in Houston before
returning home to Huntsville, where she faithfully served her community with
compassion and dedication. 

While in Houston, Shirley met John Charles Townes, and they were married in
1971. Shortly after, they made their home in Huntsville, where Shirley began
working at Huntsville Memorial Hospital. Over the years, she also became an
LVN instructor at the Joe G. Davis Nursing School, where she mentored and
inspired numerous nursing students. She balanced her professional life by
caring for her family, including her aging parents, while raising her children. 

In 1995, Shirley and Charles moved to Lago Vista, near Austin, where they
embraced the lakeside living. During this time, they traveled extensively
visiting nearly all 50 states (with Alaska still on the list), as well as Europe,
Mexico, and the Caribbean. Shirley loved to have fun and truly lived life to the



fullest, enjoying time with her many friends and family along the way. 
While living in Lago Vista and later in Austin, Shirley’s love of Christmas
became legendary. Her over-the-top holiday light displays brought joy to
neighbors and became a cherished tradition in the community. 

When Charles became ill, Shirley devoted herself to his care, serving as his
primary caregiver with the same compassion and selflessness that defined
her entire life, until his passing. 

Shirley never met a stranger. Her warmth, humor, and genuine kindness made
her a joy to everyone who knew her. Even when she didn’t quite catch the
joke, she would laugh right along—bringing light and laughter to those around
her. She had a generous spirit and built many meaningful, lasting relationships
with family and friends. 

After many years of retirement, Shirley returned to work in her sixties,
embracing home health care—a role perfectly suited to her love of helping
others and her enjoyment of being on the road. During this time, she formed
many new friendships, including with her special companion, Wayne Palmer. 

Shirley was preceded in death by her parents, Arnold and Ruby Steely; her
mother-in-law Aileen Townes: her beloved husband of 34 years, Charles
Townes; her special nephew, David Peyton, Sr.; and her grandson, Garrett
Townes. 

She is survived by her brother and sister-in-law, Kelvin and DeAnn Steely; her
daughter and son-in-law, Kathleen and John Robertson; her daughter, Kristina
Townes; her bonus daughter, Kathrine Townes; and her bonus son, Trevor
Townes. She also leaves behind her cherished grandchildren, Amy Booth
(husband Ryan), Collin Gilbert (wife Neo), Abigail Stanley (husband Logan),
and Riley Robertson; as well as her great-grandchildren, Marlow Booth and



Charles Stanley. Shirley is also lovingly remembered by many nieces,
nephews, great-nieces, great-nephews, and dear friends who were like family.

Visitation will be held at Sam Houston Memorial Funeral Home in Huntsville
on Sunday, March 29, 2026, at 10:00 a.m., with a funeral service beginning at
11 a.m. Burial will follow at Black Jack Methodist Church Cemetery. 

Shirley’s life was a testament to compassion, joy, and love. Her legacy lives in
the countless lives she touched, comforted, and inspired.



Cemetery Details

Blackjack Cemetery

Black Jack Rd
Huntsville, TX 77340

Previous Events

Visitation

MAR 29. 10:00 AM (CT)

Sam Houston Memorial Funeral Home - Huntsville
1700 Normal Park Dr.
Huntsville, TX 77340
(936) 291-7300
belinda@shmfh.com

Funeral Service

MAR 29. 11:00 AM (CT)

Sam Houston Memorial Funeral Home - Huntsville
1700 Normal Park Dr.
Huntsville, TX 77340
(936) 291-7300
belinda@shmfh.com

mailto:belinda@shmfh.com
mailto:belinda@shmfh.com


Burial

MAR 29. 12:15 PM (CT)

Black Jack Cemetery
Black Jack Rd
Huntsville, TX 77340
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Christa and Abigail - March 28 at 10:38 AM

Shirley had so much energy and heart - she was always on the go,
yet somehow always there when we needed her most. She brought
warmth and fun wherever she went and was not only a wonderful
nana but also a true friend.

Christa and Abigail - March 28 at 10:15 AM

Christa and Abigail purchased the Enchanted Cot
tage for the family of Shirley Steely Townes.

Christa and Abigail - March 28 at 10:15 AM

Christa and Abigail planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Shirley Steely
Townes.

Doris Phelps - March 27 at 06:57 PM

Shirley was a precious cousin!! She visited my mother frequently
during her days under hospice care and invariably lifted her spirits.
It was always a joy to be around her.

https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Marvin Hyvl & Family - March 27 at 02:18 PM

Lifting up the family and friends of Shirley
Townes for comfort and strength from our
Lord Jesus Christ.

Brandt & Townes Family - March 27 at 11:32 AM

Brandt & Townes Family purchased the Country
Basket Blooms for the family of Shirley Steely
Townes.

Brandt & Townes Family - March 27 at 11:32 AM

Brandt & Townes Family planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Shirley Steely
Townes.

Ralph & Linell - March 27 at 10:11 AM

Ralph & Linell purchased the Crystal Cross Bouq
uet for the family of Shirley Steely Townes.

https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4351&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4351&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4351&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Dianne Harmon - March 27 at 09:53 AM

Dianne Harmon lit a candle in memory of
Shirley Steely Townes

DH
dianne harmon - March 27 at 10:42 PM

Shirley was such a kind soul. So tender yet a tower of strength. Thank
you Shirley, I will miss you my friend. Rest in peace.    

Gayle Kelly - March 26 at 06:14 PM

Gayle Kelly lit a candle in memory of Shirley
Steely Townes


