
Pauline Joyce Gerica
February 27, 1939 - June 22, 2022

Pauline Joyce Gerica was born on the 27th of February, 1939, in Houston,
Texas, to Pauline Gladys Floyd and Melvin Wesley Jenkins. Joyce passed
peacefully from this life to the next on June 22, 2022. Joyce came into the
world early and overcame many obstacles to take hold of life such as being
sent home as a very premature infant to be incubated in a dresser drawer. Her
childhood memories included a turbulent home, but also a very loving "little
grandma" who planted the seeds of goodness and faith that took root in her
life as it unfolded. 

As a young adult Joyce met the love of her life Joseph Gerica, a young Marine
who while in his last year of the service, began to write to her. Although they
had only met once at a family event with friends. Joe carried the photo that
she had sent to him in his wallet all the days of his life from that day on. They
began dating as soon as he was honorably discharged and returned home.
One month after Joe's discharge, he received his "mustering out" pay which
he used to buy Joyce a ring. They were married six months later and it
became a marriage that was not only able to endure the many growing pains
and storms of life, but blossomed into an extraordinary bond that was evident
and inspiring to all those around them in their final years together. 

 

Throughout her life Joyce shared her many talents with those that she loved.
Her children and grandchildren, and a few great-grandchildren have fond



memories of her penchant for storytelling, singing, and drawing. Her love of
Galveston and Garner State Park led to many adventures and shared
memories. Being a child-like soul herself, her grandchildren could ask her for
anything and she was all too happy to join into experiences such as roller-
coaster rides, horror movie nights, and generally any sleepover that involved
junk food and big fluffy pallets on the floor. She always delivered the latest
Disney movie and spent half of each year planning the perfect gifts for each
family member's Christmas utilizing every layaway in town. Easter egg hunts
were also a treasured family event and there was no happier Easter bunny
than Joyce. 

Joyce's giant heart always led her towards children. She was a treasured
community member of Lilja Road Baptist Church for over 40 years and ran the
nursery with a degree of delight that was unique and special to her. Joyce
developed life-long bonds with many people from her church community and
is remembered fondly by children and grandchildren of other founding
members. 

Joyce became a devoted and loving Grandmother in 1980, and the number of
grandchildren eventually grew to an even dozen. Another generation began to
grow with the birth of the first great-grandchild in 2007 and has rapidly
increased to the 22 great-grandchildren of today. Joyce always loved children
and even in her altered state of late dementia, she would delight in a visit from
any great-grandchild, especially when the visit happened to involve silly
songs, reading a child's book together or small gifts. One great-grandchild
recalls bringing her a dragonfly necklace and her great sparkle of delight as
she held it close. 

The last year of her life Joyce's tether to the earth was weakened by the
passing of her dear husband. Many faculties were lost and there were difficult
and sad moments. However, even then her sweet spirit remained. She told



every caregiver in her nursing center that she loved them and really meant it,
she would come alive when visitors would play or sing her favorite songs, and
always relaxed and enjoyed having her head rubbed by a loving hand. Joyce
will forever be remembered for her great love, faith, joy, and child-like spirit. 

Joyce was preceded in death by her husband of 63 years Joseph Mickle
Gerica, her mother Pauline Gladys Floyd and her Father Melvin Wesley
Jenkins, as well as her sister Sally Jenkins Reed. She is survived by her
daughter Ginger Jackson and husband Paul; son Michael Gerica and wife
Robin; daughter Joy Gerica Staib; son Joseph Allen Gerica and wife Patty;
grandson Ryan Jackson (Heather); granddaughter Vanessa Jackson Williams
(Curtis); grandson Caleb Jackson; grandson Joshua Jackson (Lauren);
granddaughter Grace Jackson Huff (Nathan); grandson Jonathan;
granddaughter Bethany Jackson Brookins (Josh); granddaughter Brittney
Gerica Gast (Terry); grandson Micheal Gerica (Mindy); granddaughter Kellie
Gerica Coburn (Mike); granddaughter Kasey Gerica Wagner (John); grandson
Cody Gerica (Alexis); and 22 great-grandchildren. 

Visitation with the family is scheduled for Monday, June27th 9AM in the chapel
at Sam Houston Memorial Funeral Home in Willis, Texas. Funeral Service will
be held immediately afterward at 10AM.



Previous Events

Visitation

JUN 27. 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM (CT)

Sam Houston Memorial Funeral Home - Willis
10129 FM 1097 Rd. W
Willis, TX 77318

Funeral Service

JUN 27. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

Sam Houston Memorial Funeral Home - Willis
10129 FM 1097 Rd. W
Willis, TX 77318
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November 15, 2022 at 08:33 PM

Pauline Joyce Gerica

DJH - July 05, 2022 at 06:36 AM

Looks as if Heaven has gained another chosen child of God. 
Sister Gerica, as I referred to her as, was a very kind and gentle
Christian woman. I don't remember seeing her disappointed or sad
(not in public at least). She seemed to always have the same
kindred spirit when you met her. I was one of those kids that she
looked after in the nursery at Lillja Road Baptist Church. Not only
that, there were those times when my mom would drop me off at the
Gercias house so Sister Gerica could babysit me while my mom
worked. 
There's so much more that could be said about this wonderful lady
but I'm going to leave it at that. It's never easy saying goodbye to
those who you love. At the same time, there are so many wonderful
memories to hold onto and cherish for a lifetime.

June 26, 2022 at 08:15 PM

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the
family of Pauline Joyce Gerica.

https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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June 25, 2022 at 09:28 AM

Lavender Reflections Spray was purchased for
the family of Pauline Joyce Gerica.

June 25, 2022 at 02:57 AM

Beautiful Dreams was purchased for the family of
Pauline Joyce Gerica.

June 24, 2022 at 09:59 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Pauline Joyce Gerica.

June 24, 2022 at 07:59 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Pauline Joyce Gerica.

https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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June 24, 2022 at 06:42 PM

Touching Tribute Spray was purchased for the
family of Pauline Joyce Gerica.

https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1454&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1454&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

