Mary Philomina Martinez

June 13, 1936 - November 22, 2018

Mary Philomena Byrne — Martinez, otherwise known as “Marie” was born June
13, 1936 in Tipperary Ireland to John & Josephine Byrne and was the oldest
of seven children. As a child she and her brother Jim wandered the
countryside exploring streams, caves, and pretending to be movie stars. She
attended Gaelic schools for a short time before the family moved to England.
Her hand writing was forever forged during this time and the use of a quill left
a lasting impression upon her script.

Marie attended school and later went on to work at a local dress shop and
worked at the London Palladium introducing big bands like Tommy Dorsey
and dancing the night away with her best friend Laneta. Then one day a
young American soldier named Samuel Martinez walked up and told her he
was going to marry her and he did. They were married April 14, 1957 and
were blessed with four children Steven, Cheril, Pamela, & Don.

Sam & Marie set out on a journey together with nothing but a hard work ethic
and a little bit of luck. Sam originally owned a gas station and then went onto
work at Sam Houston as well as Marie. They threw caution to the wind and
decided to open a restaurant in Groveton Texas called Casa Martinez. It was
a tough business that lasted a few years but the experience led them back to
Huntsville Texas. Sam went to work at TDCJ and Marie worked for a year at
Baskin & Robbins eventually returning to Sam Houston State University where
she retired from the Newton Gresham library. Marie was known as a campus
mom and took in students who needed food, shelter, money, advice, or just to



enjoy a home cooked meal. Her compassion was well known throughout her
life.

Marie joined Sam in retirement and at first was apprehensive so she took up
cooking to fight boredom. Sam enjoyed piddling in the garage cutting up wood
and making stencils which she found boring. This eventually led to the two
catering events such as weddings and dinners. Both enjoyed people and
serving their communities through the HEARTS veteran’s museum and St.
Thomas, The Apostle Catholic church. Mom was well known among the
community for her cooking as she was always asked to make the desserts at
work related functions before retirement. Her cakes, cookies, pies, and
banana nut bread were made with love and her favorite thing was to call and
brag about how much money they brought at the annual Veteran’s auction.
This money she raised sent kids to college through a scholarship fund.
Marie’s battle with cancer began while she was employed at SHSU in the late
80’s but she refused to give into the thought of letting it get her down. She had
too much to do and was enjoying life too much as a grandmother and
volunteer. Sadly, Marie known to many as “Mom” passed away Thanksgiving,
November 22, 2018 after a long hard fought battle and joined her husband of
61 years. She is survived by her brother Nial and Sister Pam Allday of the UK,
two sons, Steven Martinez and partner Dale Gideon, son Don Martinez and
Wife Deborah O’Barr, as well as a daughter Pamela Baggett and husband
Bruce Baggett. Grandchildren include Brandon Martinez, Seth Lewis, Jantz
Martinez, Zane Baggett, Brys Baggett, Forbes Baggett, Lexus Baggett, and
Byrne Baggett as well as four great grandchildren and numerous nephews
and nieces

A memorial service and celebration of life is to be held at the Sam Houston
Memorial Funeral home Saturday February 9th, 2019 at 10AM. We invite her
friends and family to come celebrate her life and legacy and to share stories of
a woman so well loved and cherished by her friends and family. In lieu of
flowers we ask that a donation be made to the HEARTS Museum of Texas in
the name of Samuel & Marie Martinez for the “Jose & Zenobia Martinez —



College Scholarship fund” so that others who serve their country can receive a
blessing.
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Dear mom, We finally got to let you rest in piece yesterday and so
begins your eternal life with dad. | made a promise to each of you
that | would give you your dignity until the last day and | hope |
made you proud. This mornings feather you sent let me know that
you are finally resting. Each time | get a project | still want to call
you and not a day goes by that | don't think of you and dad. | know
the last few years were tough as you lost friends, family and my
sister plus you dealt with your own illnesses. | pray each day for the
strength to continue my work and reflect upon the values you've
instilled in me. It hasn't been easy but the life lessons I've learned
over the past six years has taught me the value of life and the honor
of family. Doing the right thing regardless if anyone is watching or
not. That's what | learned through examples you both set. It was
said the other day that it's hard to mention you without dad or dad
without you. People truly loved you mom and although some would
be jealous that | had to share you | was actually proud. You were
parents to my friends and family as well as myself. One thing | won't
regret or forget is all the laughter | got to share with you guys. | do
miss my morning tea and coffee daily and miss you always. Till we
meet again, | love you both.

Love

Don

Don Martinez - February 07, 2019 at 02:20 PM



