
Brian Lee Slovin
November 12, 1947 - July 14, 2019

Brian Lee Slovin, 71 years old, went to be with our Heavenly Father on July
14, 2019 while holding the hands of his wife of almost 40 years and his
daughter. Prior to being diagnosed with pancreatic cancer on July 1, 2019,
Brian had never been hospitalized nor had any health issues. He lived a very
active and healthy life all the way until the end, walking every morning and
swimming several days per week. 

 Brian was born in the beautiful city of Cape Town, South Africa on November
12, 1947. He fondly remembered his days swimming at Sea Point Pavilion
where ocean waves splashed onto him in the lap pool, Saturday morning
swim meets with his brother, playing golf at ocean side, his walks alone in the
mountains, the views from Table Mountain, meeting friends on the beach,
watching his Dad’s race horses from the family roof garden and riding the train
to and from school. Brian often talked about the majestic beauty of Cape
Town’s rugged mountains and white sandy beaches. His memories of Atlantic
lighthouses created his desire for a collection. He left his granddaughters a
candle lit lighthouse to remember him. 
Brian stopped in Houston while travelling back to South Africa after visiting his
brother in California in 1977. While in Houston by chance encounter, he met
the love of his life, Ree. After meeting Ree he decided to stay in Huntsville
and made it his home for 42 years from 1977 to 2019. Brian and Ree were
married in 1979 and welcomed their daughter Aubree in 1983. Although he
missed the beauty of his home country, his love for his family was so great



that he never returned to South Africa. Throughout his life Brian talked about
his wife Ree and wanted to make sure she was taken care of even at the very
end. 
Brian strongly believed in the importance of education. He began his
education as an international student at Sam Houston State University and
graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in Humanities in 1979 and a Masters of Arts
in English in 1982. He continued his education at Texas A&M and through
hard work and dedication he graduated with his doctorate degree in
Education, Curriculum, and Development in 2001. 
Brian was a lifelong teacher. He spent many years teaching in public schools,
colleges and the prison system. Brian taught a variety of education levels at
Sam Houston State University, Lee College, Lone Star Community College,
Huntsville High School, Conroe High School and Montgomery High School,
among others. Through his time as a teacher, Brian was able to impact the
lives of his many students and was affectionately referred to as “D0c.” In 2007
he retired from teaching full time but continued to substitute teach at
Huntsville High School until the summer of 2019. 

 Brian was an avid swimmer for over 60 years. He loved the water and started
his lifelong swimming in South Africa as a young boy at the age of 10. He
represented the Cape Province in his swimming career. He brought his love of
swimming to the United States and coached the Huntsville Lakers swim team
during the 1980’s and early 1990’s. He imparted his love of swimming, fitness
and healthy lifestyle to those around him. His patience as a swim coach was
endless and his swimmers still recall fond memories of “Coach Brian.” Brian
taught his daughter how to swim at the young age of 3 years old and was very
involved with her swimming career. He (Oupa) also helped teach his
granddaughters how to swim and improve their strokes. 

 Brian was an awesome Dad and Oupa. He was always willing to help his
daughter and granddaughters no matter what the circumstance, or what he
had going on that day. Whether it be a repair that needed to be made, a tree
that needed to be planted, an air condition filter that needed to be changed, or



a granddaughter that needed to be taken care of, Oupa was always available. 
 Brian loved to work outdoors at their home in Huntsville and on their farm in

Waller. He loved animals, especially his dogs Sam, Lex & Mendee and his
steers Harry & Oreo. Brian referred to his dogs as some of his best friends
and commemorated them by writing books about each of them. He thoroughly
enjoyed the quiet country life. Brian also enjoyed writing and authored 15
short stories and several opinion articles in the local newspaper. Additionally,
Brian enjoyed playing and watching golf, especially Rory Mcllroy. If there was
a golf tournament on television, you can bet that Brian was watching it, or
recording it if he was gone to the farm. 

 Brian was preceded in death by his Jewish father Sam Slovin, his Anglican
mother Kathleen Lee Slovin, and his brother Vernon Lee Slovin. Brian leaves
behind his wife Ree Ann Slovin, daughter Aubree Anne Paschal, son-in-law
Jacob Paschal, and granddaughters Jayda, Sydney, Avery and Paisley
Paschal. Brian will be remembered for his acts of kindness, patience when
teaching and coaching, his interest in international cultures, his sense of
humor and most of all, the love he had for his family. He will be greatly missed
by his family and friends for years to come. 

 In lieu of flowers, please donate to www.pancan.org for research to further
improve survival rates of those diagnosed with pancreatic cancer. 

 

Note for Service: Dress Code is Casual, at family's request
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November 15, 2022 at 08:33 PM

Brian Lee Slovin

Ree - November 07, 2020 at 01:58 AM

Your memory lives on in my heart forever!
 🦋   

Linda Andrews - July 21, 2019 at 09:15 PM

Linda Andrews lit a candle in memory of Brian
Lee Slovin

Charlotte Efird - July 19, 2019 at 10:48 PM

Charlotte Efird lit a candle in memory of Brian
Lee Slovin
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Dianne Fuller - July 19, 2019 at 01:25 PM

I am so very sorry to hear about your loss.
May God comfort you and yours during this
very sad time. Dianne Fuller

M. Hyvl - July 19, 2019 at 09:48 AM

M. Hyvl lit a candle in memory of Brian Lee
Slovin

Jimmy "Jim" Jones - July 18, 2019 at 12:50 PM

Jimmy "Jim" Jones lit a candle in memory of
Brian Lee Slovin

Bevin Munsamy - July 18, 2019 at 04:20 AM

It is with great sadness that I write this note. Brian was a wonderful
friend and always someone that I could entrust with anything I
needed to speak about. I will miss him dearly. 

  
My heartfelt condolences to Ree, Aubree and family.
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Ree - July 19, 2019 at 07:45 AM

He enjoyed his friendship with you Bevin.

JA

Joe Aranda - July 19, 2019 at 10:06 AM

Joe Aranda 
I was blessed to have assisted you in the classroom. I will miss your
smile. Blessings to all your family.

RE
Ree - July 21, 2019 at 09:52 AM

He enjoyed working with you Joe.

JW

Joe Whitehead - August 08, 2019 at 07:51 PM

I am so sorry to read this. Doc was a sub at HHS for me for several
years. He always said he loved my classes. We talked about his truck
and how to get it fixed. He was so happy when it was finally done. I
appreciate the opportunity to have known him. He will be missed by
many. Again so sorry for your loss.

Lee Ann Victery - July 17, 2019 at 04:38 PM

Lee Ann Victery lit a candle in memory of
Brian Lee Slovin

cynthia Cross - July 17, 2019 at 04:36 PM

Brian was always so gracious when I was in his and Ree’s home
teaching Aubree piano. My love and prayers to his family. 

 Cynthia Stroble Cross
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Jimi Doyle - July 17, 2019 at 11:40 AM

Jimi Doyle lit a candle in memory of Brian Lee
Slovin

Shana Cross - July 16, 2019 at 06:23 PM

Shana Cross lit a candle in memory of Brian
Lee Slovin

SC
Shana Cross - July 16, 2019 at 06:23 PM

Ree and Aubree, I am so sorry for your loss. Thinking of you both.

BH

Belle Hansen - July 17, 2019 at 10:57 AM

We are so saddened by Doc's passing at HHS and will dearly miss his
presence in many ways! It was a blessing to have known and worked
with him, he will not be forgotten. Prayers to all his family and friends
as they mourn his loss. 
Doc, happy trails to you, until we meet again. It's the way you ride the
trail that counts, and you rode it with grace.

DW

David & Susan White - July 21, 2019 at 03:22 AM

Sincere condolences to the Family. Brian was such a great gentleman.
A fine, precious friend--lots of memories from years gone by. Brian was
special and will be remembered fondly. If the world had more people
like Brian it would be a better place. Brian made a difference. 
 
David & Susan White



RE
Ree - July 21, 2019 at 09:51 AM

Thank you. You both knew him well for a very long time.   


