
Billy "Bill" Edward Bonner
December 12, 1939 - August 8, 2024

Billy “Bill” Edward Bonner, PhD, MA died peacefully on August 8, 2024 in the
Woodlands, TX. He was 84 years old. Bill was born in 1939 in Bastrop, LA to
James Wilbur Bonner and Julia Elnora (nee Deer) Bonner, the oldest of three
children. He was the first in his family to attend college. He graduated from
Louisiana Tech University, where a passion for science led him to study
physics. Bill obtained a PhD in high-energy physics from Rice University. He
then did postdoctoral research at Rutherford Laboratory in Oxford, England,
and at the University of California Davis. Bill spent 13 years as a Physicist at
Los Alamos National Laboratory in New Mexico. He also held appointments
abroad, first at the Rutherford High Energy Laboratory in Berkshire, England,
and later at the European Organization of Nuclear Research in Geneva,
Switzerland. 
In 1985, Bill joined the Physics Department at Rice University as a Professor
where he spent the remainder of his career as Director of the T. W. Bonner
Nuclear Laboratory from 1987-2009 and as Chairman of the Physics
Department from 1986-1991. Bill was a beloved researcher and teacher of
physics to the senior physics majors and physics graduate students. He also
taught “physics for poets” where he instilled his love of physics in students
studying the humanities. 

 Bill was an avid reader of all subject matter and a lover of classical music. He
loved wine, cooking, fishing, and growing his vegetables, especially hot
peppers. Bill is survived by his wife of 35 years, Margaret “Margo” Bonner, his



stepdaughter, Heather Huet, step-grandchildren, Eliane Huet and Arno Huet,
and border collie, Roz. Per Bill’s request, no memorial services will be held.
The family suggests donations to the American Lung Association in
remembrance of his life. You may leave written memories to his family at ww
w.shmfh.com
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Thomas Andrew Deer - August 15, 2024 at 09:52 PM

Bill was 10 years older than I; we didn’t share much when growing
up except the time we went muscadine hunting in the creek bed in
the woods behind our house. I was very little, so he carried me most
of the way on his shoulders. 
Because of him, I loved natural sciences all through high school and
began studying that at Northeast Louisiana State College. I used
and cherished a slide rule that he gave me. I went to Puerto Rico
one summer to work and save money to go back to NLSC, but
decided to stay and make my life there. I strayed from natural
sciences, studied business administration, and became a
businessman, owning and operating a business for 34 years. 
Bill and I didn’t get along well later on in life because he was an
atheist, and ridiculed the Christian faith even though he knew I am a
Christian. 
My condolences to Margo and family.

Carmella Canfield - August 14, 2024 at 06:09 PM

I don't know where to begin. Uncle Bill was the most amazing and
interesting man in my life. Every word that left his lips was
meaningful and purposeful. I am thankful for all the wisdom that he
cared to impart upon me and my children. Aunt Margo was certainly
his soul mate. She perfectly paired with him like a sweet wine pairs
with fruit. My love to you and your family. Love, Carmella


