
Dr. Bill Waldron
January 2, 1932 - May 4, 2020

Dr. Billy (Bill) Gene Waldron 
 Beloved husband, father, grandfather, great grandfather, teacher and friend 

 

Family graveside services for Billy (Bill) Gene Waldron will be officiated by
Foree Grove and held on Saturday, May 9, 2020, at the Oakwood Cemetery-
Mayes Addition. He will lie in state at Sam Houston Memorial Funeral Home,
Huntsville, Texas, on Friday, May 8, 2020 for those that wish to pay their
respects. A celebration of Bill’s life will be scheduled at a later date due to the
family’s desire to adhere to the current recommendations regarding large
gatherings. 

 

Bill was born in Pocahontas, Arkansas on January 2, 1932 the son of William
(Bill) Henry Waldron and Cona Jean Pace Waldron Upshaw and Willard
Upshaw. He passed away after a long battle with Parkinsons on May 4, 2020,
while residing at the Centerville Health Care Center. Bill was reared in
Pocahontas and loved to reflect on his relationship with both sets of
grandparents, his adventures with his friends, and his love for the
Razorbacks. He attended undergraduate school at Abilene Christian College
where he received a Bachelor of Science in Psychology in 1953. He continued
his education at the University of Texas, where he was awarded a Masters
Degree in Education Administration, and North Texas State where he received
his doctorate. Bill began his high school teaching career in Monahans, Texas



and studied at the University of Texas during the summers. Bill proposed to
his college sweetheart and married Betty Charlene Hart in Abilene, Texas in
1953. After obtaining his masters degree at the University of Texas, he and his
family (which included three children) moved to Denton, Texas, so that he
could attend North Texas State and pursue his Doctor of Education in 1965
while teaching high school full time. In 1965, Bill and his family of four moved
to Huntsville, Texas where he began his 30 plus year career as a professor
and served as chair of the Psychology Department and later of the Education
Department of Sam Houston State University (SHSU). He and Betty raised
their four children in Huntsville. Bill and Betty co-founded the Frances Elmer
Centre for Learning where Bill served as an administrator and Betty taught.
He was Honorably Discharged from the U.S. Navy Reserves. 

 

Bill was a faithful and dedicated servant of Christ at the Huntsville Church of
Christ for over 52 years where he served as deacon and elder. He missed the
church greatly when he could no longer physically attend. After 50 years of
marriage, Betty passed away unexpectedly in 2002 while she and Bill were
traveling in Vermont. In 2004, Bill married Darleen Barger Waldron of
Centerville, Texas. He and Darleen spent 16 years together in Centerville,
where they shared their love of raising cattle, traveling, and entertaining family
and friends. Darleen devoted herself to caring for, nurturing and visiting with
Bill everyday of their marriage. 

 

Known to many as “PawPaw”, Bill is survived by his wife Darleen Barger
Waldron, his children and step-children and their spouses. Mark and Nancy
Waldron of Huntsville, Dianne and Alan Hess of Humble, David and Tracy
Waldron of Bastrop, Elizabeth and John Cole of Huntsville, Kathy Barger
Hollomon and her husband Scott, and Donna Barger Everett and her husband
Gary. His grandchildren include Tommy and Brice Waldron, Lisa and Luke
Mahaffey, Adam Hess, Stephan and Lauren Hess, Nicholas and Emily Hess,
Sarah and Phillip Scheid, Megan Waldron, Jacob Cole, Leah Waldron,



Morgan Cole and Nathan Cole. His great-grandchildren include Davis
Mahaffey, Tate Waldron, Vivian Mahaffey, Sloane Waldron and Pace Hess.
And, his dedicated care taker Karen Stott. 

 

Bill exhibited his love for Christ through his devotion to his family, friends and
students. He was awarded Sam Houston State University Outstanding
Professor of the Year in 1971. He loved “teaching teachers to be teachers”
and impacted many while teaching and serving his church family. He never
met a stranger and strived to be a “peace maker”. 

 

The family requests in lieu of flowers, memorial gifts be presented to
Children’s Home, Inc. located in Paragould, Arkansas. Memorial gifts may be
made online at childrenshomes.org or can be mailed to Children’s Homes,
Inc., 5515 Walcott Road, Paragould, AR 72450.



Previous Events

Lie in State

MAY 8. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM (CT)

Sam Houston Memorial Funeral Home - Huntsville
1700 Normal Park Dr.
Huntsville, TX 77340
(936) 291-7300
belinda@shmfh.com

Graveside Service

MAY 9. 11:00 AM (CT)

Mayes Addition of Oakwood Cemetery
800 Martin Luther King BLVD.
Huntsville, TX 77320

mailto:belinda@shmfh.com
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November 15, 2022 at 08:33 PM

Dr. Bill Waldron

Desiree Moore - June 28, 2020 at 10:24 AM

Sorry to hear about your loss.

Allan Rushing - May 20, 2020 at 10:03 PM

Condolences to his family members, especially my friends John and
Elizabeth Cole, and his many friends. He will be missed.

Jerry & Betty Bruce - May 15, 2020 at 06:03 PM

When God made people, he made some extra special. Bill Waldron
was one of those special people. Bill was the first chair of
psychology at Sam Houston State University. He laid a solid
foundation for the department, which became one of the strongest
at SHSU. 

  
Bill was a friend who was loyal, helpful, kind, generous, and so
much more. Even as he had difficulty moving about, when he
encountered his friends he would stand up and share your hand. He
always had kind words to give to those around him and a constant
smile. 

  
He will be missed by all who knew him. God bless him as he passes
beyond our reach. I am sure he will rest well. God bless his family. 

  
Jerry & Betty Bruce
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leigh - May 07, 2020 at 01:59 PM

Elizabeth, 
  

Our hearts go out to you and your family in your time of sorrow. So
sorry to hear about the loss of your father. 

  
Sincerely, 

 Leigh and Eric Remeny

M. Hyvl - May 07, 2020 at 01:57 PM

M. Hyvl sent a virtual gift in memory of Dr. Bill
Waldron

Brenda Rusk - May 07, 2020 at 10:57 AM

I am so sorry for your loss. I have a lot of great memories of your
Dad, he was an inspirational presence during my teenage years. My
prayers to you all. 

 Brenda Cowart Rusk

Cheryl McLaughlin Washington - May 07, 2020 at 09:21 AM

We are so sorry to hear of your loss. You are
in our thoughts and prayers. 
 
Cheryl and Joyce McLaughlin
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Donna Paschall - May 07, 2020 at 08:50 AM

My prayers are with you and your family.
Donna Robinson Paschall

Pat and Sue Sprott - May 06, 2020 at 09:28 PM

Pat And Sue Sprott lit a candle in memory of
Dr. Bill Waldron

JB
Joni Bailey - May 07, 2020 at 09:57 AM

I’m so sorry for your loss. Stopping to lift you up in prayer right now.   

Eleanor C. B. - May 06, 2020 at 08:53 PM

Eleanor C. B. purchased a sympathy card for the
family of Dr. Bill Waldron.


