
Barbara Samuel Ellis
March 18, 1944 - October 29, 2024

HER LIFE JOURNEY 
 

On March 18, 1944, God blessed the late Goree and Christene Dickey
Samuel with a precious baby girl, whom they named Barbara Nell Samuel. 

 She was raised in Huntsville, Texas where she attended Sam Houston High
School. 

 Her journey of faith began at an early age. She accepted Christ as her Lord
and Savior uniting with Hills Chapel Missionary Baptist Church, where she
was under the guidance of Pastor I. P. Hunt. 

 

Barbara, (called “Boogie” as she was known by family and friends) began her
professional journey at Sam Houston State University, where she was a
dedicated employee for 15 years, then furthered her career at Klein
Independent School District for 16 years, where she retired. Her great work
ethnics and dedication earned her numerous awards and accolades
throughout her career. 

 Later, upon relocating to Houston, Texas, she united with Lilly Grove
Missionary Baptist Church, (her cherished church home) where she was a
devoted and faithful member under the leadership of Pastor Terry K. Anderson
until her demise. 

 On March 14, 1994, she united in holy matrimony with Moses Ellis. Their love
was evident in the simple joy they shared, eating out on Sundays after church,



playfully chastising one another, with Barbara emerging victorious every time,
as he had her spoiled. She had a passion for cooking, and cleanliness,
(keeping an immaculate home). She also had a love for shoes, which began
in her childhood and continued throughout her life. In her spare time, she
enjoyed watching her favorite soap operas, the Young and the Restless and
the Bold and the Beautiful. 

 

The Lord called Barbara to eternal rest, Tuesday, October 29, 2024. 
 

Barbara was preceded in death by her parents, brothers, Leodis “Sam”
Gooden and Frank Edward Samuel and one sister, Mary Joyce Samuel. 

 She leaves in God’s care; her husband, Moses Ellis of Houston, Texas,
daughters, Toxie Oliphant (Benny) of Huntsville, Texas, Asonja Thomas
(Adolph) of San 
Antonio, Texas, Melita Winfrey of Huntsville, Texas, LaTreal Winfrey of Mont
Belvieu, Texas, Chelsea Winfrey-Armstrong (Stanley) of Houston, Texas; son,
Talmi “Pete” Winfrey (Melinda) of Huntsville, Texas. Three bonus sons; Jesse
Lott (Charlotte), Andrew Ellis (Marilyn) and Moses Ellis, Jr. (Tam) all of
Houston, Texas. Sisters; Kathryn Baker of Houston, Texas, Charlotte Short,
Linda Samuel, and Brenda Samuel, all of Huntsville, Texas, a favorite sister-
in-law; Truly Samuel of Houston, Texas. 9 grandchildren, 13 great-
grandchildren, 3 great-great-grandchildren, two devoted friends (Gladys
Oliphant and Linda Dickey) and a host of nieces, nephews, relatives and
friends. 

 

Barbara’s legacy of faith, love, and dedication will forever remain in the hearts
of those she touched. She will be deeply missed, but fondly remembered. 

 

Funeral Services for Barbara Nell Ellis are under the direction of Sam Houston
Memorial Funeral Home, 1700 Normal Park Dr., Huntsville, TX 77340. She
will lie in state on Friday, November 8, 2024 at the funeral home. Her services



will be at Unity of Faith Missionary Baptist Church, 336 Watkins St., Huntsville,
TX 77320, on Saturday, November 9 at 11:00 AM under the direction of Rev.
Philip A. Hagans II, Pastor; Rev. Timothy O’Bryant, Officiant and Pastor
Michael Crooks, Eulogist. She will be laid to rest at Mt. Zion Cemetery, 12 Mt.
Zion Church Rd., Huntsville, TX 77320 at 1:30 PM and then the family invites
you back to the Sam Houston Community Room, 1700 Normal Park Dr.,
Huntsville, TX 77340 for a repast at 2:30 PM. Memorial condolences may be
made to the family at www.shmfh.com.



Cemetery Details

Mt. Zion

12 Mt. Zion Rd.
Huntsville, TX 77320

Previous Events

Lie in State

NOV 8. 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM (CT)

Sam Houston Memorial Funeral Home - Huntsville
1700 Normal Park Dr.
Huntsville, TX 77340
(936) 291-7300
belinda@shmfh.com

Service

NOV 9. 11:00 AM (CT)

Unity of Faith Missionary Baptist Church
336 Watkins St.
Huntsville, TX 77320

Burial

NOV 9. 1:30 PM (CT)

Mt. Zion Cemetery
12 Mt. Zion Church Rd.
Huntsville, TX 77320

mailto:belinda@shmfh.com


Repast

NOV 9. 2:30 PM (CT)

Sam Houston Memorial Funeral Home - Huntsville
1700 Normal Park Dr.
Huntsville, TX 77340
(936) 291-7300
belinda@shmfh.com

mailto:belinda@shmfh.com


Tribute Wall
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Donna Paschall - November 10, 2024 at 10:13 AM

Please know that I am praying for the entire family. May God give
you comfort and rest. Love, Donna Tyler Paschall

Mona Hightower - November 08, 2024 at 05:09 PM

My condolences to my classmate, Asonja Winfrey-Thomas and her
family. May God grant you all peace that surpasses all
understanding.

AW
Asonja Winfrey-Thomas - November 11, 2024 at 04:38 PM

Thank you for your condolences and for showing your support at my
mom's homegoing celebration.

Tony & Bridgette Clay - November 08, 2024 at 12:20 AM

Tony & Bridgette Clay lit a candle in memory
of Barbara Samuel Ellis

AW
Asonja Winfrey-Thomas - November 11, 2024 at 04:42 PM

Tony and Brigette, It was very kind of you to light a candle in my mom's
memory. Thank you, Asonja
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November 07, 2024 at 06:04 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Barbara Samuel Ellis.

Jamie Brinegar - November 07, 2024 at 12:16 PM

Dearest Toxie & Benny, So very saddened by
the loss of your dear Mom/MIL. She was a kind
lady to all and know she is being missed.
Sending you love 🥰 and prayers  for your
trying days ahead. 
Jamie Brinegar 

 HHS Class of '78

Marvin Hyvl - November 07, 2024 at 11:49 AM

Marvin Hyvl sent a virtual gift in memory of
Barbara Samuel Ellis

Barbara Domain - November 07, 2024 at 10:09 AM

Barbara Domain purchased the Simply Elegant S
pathiphyllum for the family of Barbara Samuel
Ellis.

https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Florence Williams and family - November 06, 2024 at 04:06
PM

Florence Williams and family purchased the Senti
ments of Serenity Spray for the family of Barbara
Samuel Ellis.

Harriett Jones and family - November 06, 2024 at 12:30 PM

My Condolences and Prayers of Gods
comfort, peace and strength for the family and
many friends. RIP Mrs. Barbara 

AW
Asonja Winfrey-Thomas - November 11, 2024 at 04:45 PM

Harriett, your condolences and prayers were greatly appreciated.
Thank you, Asonja

Marie Loyd - November 05, 2024 at 07:39 PM

Marie Loyd sent a virtual gift in memory of
Barbara Samuel Ellis

https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shmfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


GK

Gayle Kelly - November 05, 2024 at 05:48 PM

Gayle Kelly lit a candle in memory of Barbara
Samuel Ellis


