Alton Burgess

June 5, 2006

Alton Burgess, dedicated husband, father, grandfather, great grandfather and
faithful friend went home to be with his Lord and Savior Jesus Christ on
Thursday, June 1, 2006. Alton grew up on a northeast Texas farm. He
graduated from high school at DeKalb in 1939, and attended East Texas State
one year. He served his country through a tour of duty with the Naval Air
Corps during World War Il from 1942-1945. During this time he met and
married Dorothy Aline Hall who remained the love of his life. He enrolled in
Sam Houston State Teachers College in 1946 pursuing a Bachelor of Science
degree in Vocational Agriculture. Upon his graduation in 1948, he immediately
began work on graduate studies, earning his Master's degree in 1950. He
taught Vocational Agriculture from 1948 to 1957. Alton graduated from the
Institute of Insurance Marketing at Southern Methodist University and began
his career in the insurance field joining the endeavors of a then new company,
National Farm Life, in 1957. He was instrumental in the success of the
company. Alton excelled to receive the highest awards the company had to
offer including the President's Star Salesman and the President's Cabinet
Awards. Alton also received numerous professional honors and industry
awards throughout his career and has been a life and qualifying member of
the Million Dollar Round Table. In 1969, he received his Chartered Life
Underwriter (CLU) degree from the American College of Life Underwriters in
Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania. He remained one of the highest achievers in his
field throughout his life and found great joy in guiding others to achieve



success. He used his education to serve the needs of the agricultural
community. His attitude was "I'll never retire as long as there is a need for me
and my service", and he lived up to that. He was an honorable man believing
that the truth was all that mattered regardless of the consequences. While
achieving prominence in his profession, Alton remained active with Sam
Houston State and the education of others. In 1975, he was given the
Distinguished Service Award by the Texas Association of School Boards in
recognition "of dedicated and unselfish service to improve public education
and enhance the prestige, dignity, and progress of the local boards of
education of Texas." He worked tirelessly in the recruitment of students into
the agriculture program. He has served as President of the Sam Houston
Agriculture Alumni and was instrumental in the establishment of the Willie
Frank Hall Trust Fund for Ag-Education Majors. He assisted in the placement
of graduates and for many years hosted a luncheon for SHSU Agricultural
Education Student teachers. In 1991, Mr. Burgess was presented the
Distinguished Alumni Award of Sam Houston State University. In 1975, Alton
and his wife Dorothy moved from Alvin, Texas to Huntsville where they have
remained active in community as well as university activities. He was a
Gideon, a 32nd degree Scottish Rite, a Master Mason, and an active member
of the Huntsville Lions Club along with University Heights Baptist Church.
Alton and Dorothy generously served University Heights Baptist Church, Sam
Houston State University, and the Huntsville Community. Alton battled a
severe heart ailment for more than 11 years. Again, he was determined to
overcome and he did until complications set in. Alton loved his family dearly
and they are assured that they will meet again someday. "Alton, we will miss
you here, but will prepare to meet you there." Alton was preceded in death by
his daughter, Barbara Sue and grandson Stephen. He is survived by his wife
of 64 years Dorothy, daughter Connie Robinson, four grandchildren, and five
great grandchildren. Friends are invited to a visitation with the family on
Sunday, June 4, 2006 from 2:00 PM until 4:00 PM at Sam Houston Memorial
Funeral Home at 1700 Normal Park Drive, Huntsville, Texas. Services



celebrating Alton’s life will be held at 10:00 AM, Monday, June 5, 2006 at
University Heights Baptist Church located at 2400 Sycamore, Huntsville,
Texas, under the direction of Sam Houston Memorial Funeral Home.
Interment will follow at Mayes Addition of Oakwood Cemetery. Memorial
condolences may be made to the family online at www.shmfh.com



Tribute Wall

Alton Burgess

November 15, 2022 at 08:33 PM

We are sorry to hear of your loss.

Bob, Mellicent, Bobby Il, Heather, Heath & Justin Wiley - June 07, 2006 at 08:29
PM

We were sadden to read of Mr. Burgess' passing. Willow and Corky
were very fond of visiting with the two of you when our paths
crossed. You are both sweet, caring people, and it has been a
privilege to know both of you. Mr. Burgess will be missed.

Diane & Willow

Huntsville Pets Helping People - June 07, 2006 at 09:47 AM
Fear not, for | am with you, do not be dismayed. | am your God; |
will strengthen you; | will help you; I will uphold you with my

victorious right hand. Isaiah 41:10

Words of sympathy are extended to the family and friends, that God
will keep you and hold you with His strength from within.

Delois Merchant - June 05, 2006 at 09:28 AM
Connie, | am so sorry for your loss of your father. My thoughts and
prayers are with you and your family. May the lord watch over you.

Heddi Bonham - June 05, 2006 at 12:38 AM



I am Alton's cousin, J.C & Pearl's youngest daughter. | remember
Alton coming to the Sacred Harp, "Fa-So-La" singings when | was a
little girl. My Mom always spoke of him with highest regard, and he
would talk with her so nicely.

What great accomplishments he reached throughout his life, but |
remember his family was his most important asset. Bless you during
this time and the days ahead.

Sheila Carter - June 04, 2006 at 09:23 PM

Dorothy and Connie, | am truly saddened to hear of Alton's passing.
One of the first things | always think of when | hear his name is how,
as a kid, he always sent me a birthday card that arrived on my
birthday without fail - never a day early and never a day late. |
remember visiting with Connie and Uncle Herman's sons when we
would come to Houston when | was much younger and you still
lived in Alvin. | know you will miss him greatly.

Larry & Betty Burgess - June 03, 2006 at 05:00 PM

| want to let you know how sorry | am about your loss of Mr.
Burgess. | met both of you when | worked at Rainbow Bibles and
Gifts and you always made me smile. Once when Mr. Burgess was
in alone, | made some comment about you giving him a hard time.
He agreed, but was quick to tell me that you always took really good
care of him and how you had made changes in his diet after his
heart issues. | could tell he loved you dearly and appreciated
everything you'd done for him. Please know you are in my thoughts
and prayers.

Rae Ann Blount - June 02, 2006 at 09:37 PM



What a shock for me this morning to read about our dear friend
Alton. Dorothy and family, what a wonderful man Alton was. A true
Bearkat and SHSU Alumni. A great Alumni Board Member. We will
all miss you, Alton! Norma Dell and Jerry D.Jones of Lovelady.

Norma Dell & Jerry D. Jones - June 02, 2006 at 07:33 PM

It was such a privilege to know Alton during our time at University
Heights. He was always full of fire and passion for the things he
believed in. We know you will miss him greatly. Please know that we
will be praying for you and your family during this time of grief.
Because of Alton's faith in Jesus Christ as Savior, he is with the
Lord. One day we will all join him in eternal worship of God. What a
great day that will be! We love you Dorothy.

Love,

Clay, Elisa, Kyler and Maryn

Clay and Elisa West - June 02, 2006 at 10:22 AM



